
 
 
 

WINDSTAR CRUISES NAMES TOBY SKEY  

NEW VICE PRESIDENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES 
 

 
 

Seattle, WA, April 1, 2019 – Windstar Cruises has named a new vice president of human resources: 
Toby Skey. Skey brings more than 20 years of experience in increasing corporate performance through 
finding and developing talent, and has proven abilities as a strategic business partner and expert team 
builder. Windstar has approximately 140 employees in its downtown Seattle headquarters and 
approximately 1,200 fleet employees worldwide.  

Skey’s hiring comes at a pivotal moment for the small ship cruise company, which has embarked on the 
most complex and comprehensive small ship lengthening, engine replacement, and renovation project 
in cruising. Its $250 Million Star Plus Initiative involves half of the Windstar fleet being cut in half to 
allow the installation of a new section of ship that will lengthen each vessel approximately 25 meters. 
The total capacity of the three “new” expanded ships will be 312 guests each, and additional staff will 
be hired in order to maintain the line’s impressive 1.5 to 1 guest to service staff ratio. Meaning Skey will 
be tasked with ensuring the biggest investment and expansion in Windstar Cruises’ history also 
includes bringing more of the best and brightest staff in the industry to complete the project.  

Skey was most recently the director of human resources at commercial vehicle manufacturing giant 
PACCAR Inc., based in Bellevue, Washington, and previously worked as managing director for human 
resources operations, among other positions, for Seattle-based Alaska Airlines, the fifth largest 
American airline.  

“Toby has led similar workforces in his previous companies that were diverse, global, and operating 24 
hours a day/seven days a week, just like we are in the cruise industry,” said Windstar President John 

http://bit.ly/PressReleaseWSC


Delaney. “He understands what it takes to appropriately staff, train, and maintain employees across a 
variety of operating regions while still inspiring the best in customer service.”  

Skey holds an undergraduate degree in psychology from the University of Plymouth (England), as well 
as an executive MBA from the University of Washington’s Michael G. Foster School of Business. 

To learn more about authentic small ship cruising with Windstar or to book a cruise, contact a travel 

advisor or Windstar Cruises by phone at 1-800-258-7245, or visit www.windstarcruises.com.  
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Contacts: Mary Schimmelman, PR Director, 206-733-2970   Sally Spaulding, Percepture PR 

Mary.Schimmelman@windstarcruises.com,      sspaulding@percepture.com 

 
About Windstar Cruises  

Windstar Cruises operates a six-ship fleet of masted sailing ships and all-suite motor ships cruising throughout Europe, the Caribbean, Costa 

Rica and the Panama Canal, Asia, Alaska and British Columbia, Canada and New England, Tahiti and the South Pacific, and new for 2019, 

Mexico and U.S. West Coast. Windstar’s fleet is the market leader in small ship cruising with a total of 1,242 passenger berths calling on off-

the-beaten-path and popular ports in nearly 80 countries. The boutique line carries less than 350 guests on each sailing and takes travelers on 

cruises that are 180 degrees from ordinary. Windstar is known for immersive experiences and destination authenticity, port-intensive 

itineraries, exceptional award-winning service, and an innovative culinary program with culinary-themed cruise as the Official Cruise Line of 

the James Beard Foundation. Windstar Cruises is a part of Xanterra Travel Collection, an award-winning, globally diversified travel company 

offering once in a lifetime experiences in some of the most beautiful and iconic places on earth. 
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